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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eUgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on February 15, 2008, has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed February 15, 2008, have been fiiUy considered but they are 

not persuasive. 

Regarding the independent claims, on page 9-10 of the remarks. Applicant argues that 
neither Nishi nor Tanaka disclose storing a file describing a printing condition of the image data, 
as recited in the amended claims. The examiner disagrees. 

On page 2, lines 16-18, of Applicant's specification, "print conditions" are defined to be 
"paper size, the number of copies, and the like." Similarly, Nishi discloses, "The automatic print 
file 60 . . . contains the print type related with the product ID, the print number of sheets ..." (see 
paragraph 48 and Figure 7). Therefore, the Nishi reference does disclose storing a file describing 
printing conditions, as defined by the instant application, because the print file contains the 
number of sheets to be printed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the im ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the stibject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 34-43, 46-48, and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanaka (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0081235) in view of 
Nishi (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0097334). 

Regarding claims 34 and 39, Tanaka discloses an image supply device (digital camera 
3012; see Figure 10) comprising: 

an interface (connector 3108) configured to connect with a storage 
medium (memory card 3109) that stores image data (see paragraph 65) and a file 
(operation is the same as creating a DPOF file; see paragraph 63) describing a 
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printing method of the image data (including paper size, color/monochrome, and 
framing; see id.) before starting communication with a printing apparatus (the 
user designates images to be printed and requests printing, at which point the 
process shown in Figure 1 1 is carried out; in step S12, the process in Figure 7 is 
executed [see paragraph 68], wherein the camera determines whether a printer is 
even connected [see paragraph 59]); 

a confirmation unit (CPU 3 100) configured to confirm whether it is 
possible or not to communicate with the printing apparatus using a predetermined 
protocol (a PD printer protocol, as shown in Figure 12; see paragraph 67) upon 
starting communication with the printing apparatus (at step S12 in Figure 1 1, the 
system determines whether the connected printer is a PD printer; see paragraphs 
68-69); and 

a transmission unit (I/F 3110) configured to transmit a print designation 
created based on the communication with the printing apparatus, after said 
confirmation unit confirms that it is possible to communicate with the printing 
apparatus using the predetermined protocol (a PrintRequest is sent if the printer is 
a PD printer [see step S14 in Figure 1 1]). 
While Tanaka discloses "designation of a print image in the digital camera 3012 is 
basically the same as an operation of creating a DPOF file" (see paragraph 63) and that print 
instructions are transmitted to the printer (see paragraph 68), he is silent with regard to 
transmitting a file describing a printing condition. 
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Nishi discloses a digital camera that creates a DPOF file 60 and transmits it to a printer 
(see paragraph 48). The DPOF file includes printing condition data, such as the number of 
sheets to be printed (see Figure 7 and paragraph 48). As suggested in paragraph 3, an advantage 
of transmitting a DPOF file to a printer is that printing preferences (i.e., conditions) can be 
chosen in advance and executed without user intervention. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Tanaka's 
system send a printing condition file to the printer. 

Regarding claims 35 and 40, Tanaka discloses: 

the print designation describes information for specifying the file (the 
PrintRequest designates the file to be printed; see paragraph 65). 
Regarding claims 36 and 41, Tanaka discloses: 

a conversion unit (CPU 3 100) configured to convert the contents of the 
file into a print designation set by the predetermined protocol, in a case that the 
printing apparatus cannot interpret the file (see paragraph 69). 
Claim 37 can be treated like claim 34. However, Tanaka does not explicitly disclose 
using a DPOF file. Nishi discloses: 

the file is recorded in the storage medium based on the standard of DPOF 
(see paragraph 48). 

As stated in paragraph 3, an advantage of using the DPOF standard is that the standard 
makes it easier to output image data to paper. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Tanaka's system use the 
DPOF standard, as described by Nishi. 
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Regarding claim 38, Tanaka discloses: 

an input unit configured to input print conditions (switches 3 103; see 
paragraphs 63 and 65); and 

a creation unit (CPU 3 100) configured to create the file in the storage 
medium based on the input by said input unit before the start of the 
communication with the printing apparatus (see paragraph 63). 
Claim 42 can be treated like claims 37 and 38. 

Regarding claims 43 and 48, Tanaka discloses a printing apparatus (1000) for 

communication with an image supply device (digital camera 3012) having an interface 
(connector 3 108) configured to connect with a storage medium (memory card 3 109) that stores 
image data (see paragraph 65) and a file (operation is the same as creating a DPOF file; see 
paragraph 63) describing a printing method of the image data (including paper size, 
color/monochrome, and framing; see id.) before starting communication with said printing 
apparatus (the user designates images to be printed and requests printing, at which point the 
process shown in Figure 1 1 is carried out; in step S12, the process in Figure 7 is executed [see 
paragraph 68], wherein the camera determines whether a printer is even connected [see 
paragraph 59]), the apparatus comprising: 

a confirmation unit (ASIC 3001) configured to confirm whether it is 
possible or not to communicate with the image supply device using a 
predetermined protocol (a PD printer protocol, as shown in Figure 12; see 
paragraph 67) upon starting the communication with the image supply device (at 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/529,2 1 7 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

step S 12 in Figure 1 1 , the system determines whether the connected printer is a 
PD printer; see paragraphs 68-69); 

a reception unit (connector unit 3005) configured to receive a print 
designation that includes information for specifying the file, created based on the 
communication with the image supply device, after said confirmation unit 
confirms that it is possible to communicate with the image supply device using 
the predetermined protocol (a PrintRequest is sent if the printer is a PD printer 
[see step S14 in Figure 1 1]), from the image supply device; and 

a transmission unit (connector unit 3005) configured to transmit a transfer 
request for the file to the image supply device (in step SI 5), based on the 
information for specifying the file in the print designation (see paragraph 68). 
While Tanaka discloses "designation of a print image in the digital camera 3012 is 
basically the same as an operation of creating a DPOF file" (see paragraph 63) and that print 
instructions are transmitted to the printer (see paragraph 68), he is silent with regard to 
transmitting a file describing a printing condition. 

Nishi discloses a digital camera that creates a DPOF file 60 and transmits it to a printer 
(see paragraph 48). The DPOF file includes printing condition data, such as the number of 
sheets to be printed (see Figure 7 and paragraph 48). As suggested in paragraph 3, an advantage 
of transmitting a DPOF file to a printer is that printing preferences (i.e., conditions) can be 
chosen in advance and executed without user intervention. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Tanaka 's 
system send a printing condition file to the printer. 
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Regarding claims 46 and 51, Tanaka discloses: 

a request unit (ASIC 3001) configured to interpret the contents of the file 
and request image data for the image supply device using the predetermined 
protocol (see paragraphs 67-68). 
Claims 47 and 52 can be treated like claim 34. However, Tanaka does not explicitly 
disclose using a DPOF file. Nishi discloses: 

the file is recorded in the storage medium based on the standard of DPOF 
before start of the communication with the image supply device (see paragraph 
48). 

As stated in paragraph 3, an advantage of using the DPOF standard is that the standard 
makes it easier to output image data to paper. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Tanaka's system use the 
DPOF standard, as described by Nishi. 

Regarding claim 53, Tanaka discloses a digital camera (3012 in Figure 10) comprising: 
a photographing unit (CCD 3106) configured to acquire image data by 
photographing (see paragraph 65); 

a setting unit (switches 3103) configured to set a printing method of image 
data stored in a storage medium (including paper size, color/monochrome, and 
framing; see paragraphs 63 and 65); 

an interface (connector 3108) configured to connect with the storage 
medium (memory card 3 109) that stores the image data acquired by said 
photographing unit (see paragraph 65) and a file (operation is the same as creating 
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a DPOF file; see paragraph 63) describing the printing method set by said setting 
unit before starting communication with a printer (the user designates images to 
be printed and requests printing, at which point the process shown in Figure 1 1 is 
carried out; in step S12, the process in Figure 7 is executed [see paragraph 68], 
wherein the camera determines whether a printer is even connected [see 
paragraph 59]); 

a serial bus interface (USB interface 3110) configured to communicate 
with the printer (see paragraph 65) using a predetermined protocol (a PD printer 
protocol, as shown in Figure 12; see paragraph 67); 

a confirmation unit (CPU 3100) configured to confirm whether it is 
possible or not to communicate with the printer using the predetermined protocol 
(a PD printer protocol, as shown in Figure 12; see paragraph 67) via said serial 
bus interface; and 

a transmission unit (I/F 3110) configured to transmit a print designation 
created based on the communication with the printer via said serial bus interface, 
after said confirmation unit confirms that it is possible to communicate with the 
printer using the predetermined protocol (a PrintRequest is sent if the printer is a 
PD printer [see step S14 in Figure 1 1]), to the printer. 
While Tanaka discloses "designation of a print image in the digital camera 3012 is 
basically the same as an operation of creating a DPOF file" (see paragraph 63) and that print 
instructions are transmitted to the printer (see paragraph 68), he is silent with regard to 
transmitting a file describing a printing condition. 
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Nishi discloses a digital camera that creates a DPOF file 60 and transmits it to a printer 
(see paragraph 48). The DPOF file includes printing condition data, such as the number of 
sheets to be printed (see Figure 7 and paragraph 48). As suggested in paragraph 3, an advantage 
of transmitting a DPOF file to a printer is that printing preferences (i.e., conditions) can be 
chosen in advance and executed without user intervention. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Tanaka's 
system send a printing condition file to the printer. 

Regarding claims 54, Tanaka discloses: 

the print designation describes information for specifying the file (the 
PrintRequest designates the file to be printed; see paragraph 65). 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321 . The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. eastern 
daylight time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye, can be reached at (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jason T. Whipkey/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



